
 

 

 

 

 

In 2013, volunteers geolocated 
2,764 trees! 

Why did the City need to do a tree
inventory? Having a healthy and diverse array
of street trees has been known to provide many
benefits to urban communities. Trees provide
shade and absorb heat, reducing the “urban
heat island” effect. The roots of trees can help
soak up excess rainfall during moderate rain
events, and its intertwining branches can
provide habitat and shelter to many wildlife
species, including migratory birds.   

The presence of healthy street trees can be
linked to maintaining high property values
because of their aesthetic appeal. Trees also
help to absorb excess carbon and other
greenhouses gases, acting as an apparatus for
“carbon sequestration.” Finally, you may have
learned in your high school biology class that
the output of photosynthesis from trees is
oxygen, which helps to maintain a breathable
atmosphere for humans.
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Greenbelt	Public	Works	Mission:	
The	Department	of	Public	Works	serves													
the	community	by	preserving,	maintaining									
and	improving	the	City’s	infrastructure	and	

amenities.	The	department	focuses	on	providing	
professional	and	personal	responses	to	the	needs	
of	citizens	while	maintaining	Greenbelt	as	a	

unique	and	satisfying	community	in	which	to	live	
and	work.	

	
CHEARS	Mission:	

To	promote	the	health	of	all	life	in	the	
Chesapeake	Bay	Watershed	through	education			 			
and	action	projects	organized	and	implemented	

by	volunteers	
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